COASTLAND S
MINISTRY

A BRIEF HISTORY

"Sing to the Lord a new song, And His praise from the ends of the eath, Youwho go
down to the seq and all that isin it, Y ou coastlands and you inhabitants of them!" (Isaiah
42:10).



PASTOR JOHN ROBERTSHAW

The man with thevision.




FORWARD

Although this bookis headed as a history of the Coastlands Ministry based in Bowen and
organised by the Bowen Christian Family Church it isin redity a history of God's divine
guidance, timing and provisioning on a multitude of fronts. If ever anyone wanted an
example of God's continuing hand ona projed that He begins they need go no further
than read this book.

From His origina vision danted in the minds of a coupe of people to His supernatural
direding of yadts and their crews to Bowen, to the "chance' (read dvine gpantments)
medings of the right people & the right time, too dften to be statisticaly passble in the
natural, to the provisioning of just the required material or funding at just the right time
this is a continuing saga of Gods will being worked ou in the lives of those who,
however imperfedly, have aserious desire to make themselves avail able for His purpose
for their lives and His kingdom.

The exciting part abou it is, | believe it istrueto say, "the show has only just begun!™

Phil BAILEY.
Bowen. Qld.
November, 2001.



INTRODUCTION

| am aautely aware of the inadequacy of this short history of Coastlands -- that in the two
weeks available to me in recording it, 1 will have omitted people who have made a
valuable cntribution, misgelled names, given some wrong or misleading information
and nd given the palish the final draft deserves. Please forgive me and fed freeto dter,
add a delete and particularly add phdos in order to produce amore mmplete and
acairate reqrd.

My husband Phil and | first becane avare of Coastlands in 2000when God dvinely
direded us to Bowen to med Pastor John ROBERTSHAW and to challenge us to
bewmme part of its yachting ministry. We dtended the Summit that yea and as | gained
snippets of information about Coastlands | began to see God©s hand uponthis ministry
and redised we were beming part of an organization with a wlourful past and an
amazing destiny. My purpose in writing this history in 2001is that others may also
experience the excitement of belonging to something much bigger than themselves. In
the roats of the past is the promise of the future!

| wanted to capture that past before it disappeaed. Inthis| was restricted by the fad that
it was not possble d that time to interview Pastor John ROBERTSHAW, the one person
who knawvs the whole picture and al the intricae interconnededness of people and
organizationsinvolved.

| interviewed many folk, some of whom have been invalved from the beginning and
jogged their memories to urncover those aneadotal stories that dorn©t appea onthe web. In
this regard | want to espedaly thank John RODGERS, Bruce BENTLEY, Jadkie
MCILWAITH, Don LAMB, Ron HENRY, JohnLUSCOMBE and Terri JOHNSON, all of
whom had retentive memories and were willi ng to pu time aside to share them with me.

Finally | ask forbearance from you, the reader, that you will not take offence d anything |
may have written bu that you will catch my fascination with the subjed and see what
Godisdaing andregoiceinit. To God ke the glory for the things He has dore!!

Pam BAILEY.
Bowen. Qld.
November, 2001



IN THE BEGINNING

Reneg the first Coastlands boat, was a Roberts 55 sted-hulled ketch, weighting 36 tons
with @120 hpmotor. She was purpose built for ministry and carried 3000litres of water.
Her owners, Rod and Annette OLSEN had sold the Olsen Caves; limestone caves north
of Rockhampton dscovered by one of RodOs forebeas and used the money to buRenee

Close friends of theirs, Roy and Joan ANDERSON who hed sailed their 47 ft ferro yadt
Hagga to Vanuatu, The Solomon and the Cook Islands for approximately 19 trips where
Roy preaded and Joan, a doctor, provided medicd ad, inspired them. The
AND ERSONS were mentors to the OLSENS. They made their last trip in 1990.

The next yea Renee set sall from Gladstone taking 14 days to reat Honiara in the
Solomons. There they were met with open arms by the AOG pastor. He told them they
had been praying for many yeas for aboat and that they were the answer to their prayers.

The following yea in 1992the OLSENS again set out for the Solomons, taking with
them their son, Adrian and friends Des and Merleen DAVIS and Bruce axd Dianne
BENTLEY, bah coupdes later to become Coastlands members siling Grace Il and
Pacific Mercy respedively. They set sail from Cairns but suffered such a battering from
the alverse wedher that they were forced to return to Cairns with suspeded rudder
damage. They dlipped the boat at Bowen and set out again. This time they were
becdmed and had to motor but again were forced to return when their fuel ran low. The
trip was aborted for the season.

Bad in Bowen they shared their frustration with a friend, Pastor John ROBERTSHAW,
senior pastor at Bowen Christian Family Centre dhurch, and dscussed the need for better
ship to shore coommunications. As they spoke the vison d Coastlands was born -- an
organization that would provide radio contad, supdy up-dated weaher broadcasts and
spiritual encouragement to baats eeking to minister to the remote islands of the Padfic.

Annette supfied the name "COASTLANDS" from Isaiah 4210, "Sing to the Lord a new
song, And His praise from the ends of the eath, Youwho go down to the sea and al that
isinit, You coastlands and you inhabitants of them!"



ORGANISATION OF COASTLANDSBASE

John hed long been aradio buf. He purchased the first High Frequency (H.F.) radio and
set up a radio base on the church property then at Queens Bead. Unfortunately, or
perhaps fortunately, that radio refused to operate. Peter GODDEN, even then with a
reputation as genius with radios was living on hs boat in the duck pondin Bowen
Harbour. He had a businessin town and Johnwalked into his shopto ask for help. He
set that first radio in adion; the first of many Divine gpadntments.

God had brought together the first two key figures in Coastlands -- Pastor John
ROBERTSHAW, the visionary who hes never stopped dreaning big dreams and rever
allowed financia or other considerations to stand in the way of achieving them, and Peter
GODDEN, the radio genius who has remained committed to programming ead new
radio and restoring ead wayward radio for the Coastlands ministry as well as installi ng
and maintaining the modern base radio station together with its ancill ary antennas and
telephore interconned systems. Grant SMITH also asgsts him with radio maintenance

A third key figure, John LUSCOMBE, was to join them soon afterwards with the same
touch of genius for motors and bat medanics as Peter has for radios. John©s
involvement began when he gave Kevin EWINGS a hand in equipping Boots by buil ding
a canopy for her. He dtended her dedication at Bowen and John ROBERTSHAW asked
if he could go to Maryborough to help Renee with maintenance At that time he was
maintenance enginee at Burdekin TAFE but he took time off work to dothat. Heretired
from the TAFE and kegan his own mohile engineeing maintenance business working
from alarge van bu dtill continued to give fredy of histimeto do b@ maintenance for
Coastlands. Suppat money coming into Coastlands for boat maintenance has now
allowed John to close his business and ke available for twelve months of the yea to
Coastlands -- ahuge &t to the ministry for boats and four whed drives alike.

John RODGERS, a voice many Coastlands members recognise, has provided a reliable
service in manning the radio scheds for many yeas and recording them nedly and
acarately. A team of willing helpers have asssted ower the yeas including Terri
JOHNSON, an experienced yadtie herself, who empathised with them and was able to
give pradicd advise. She was the mainstay for the yea 2000. Other helpers were Glenn
OLSEN, who had a passon for pursuing weaher patterns from satellit e imaging on the
web; Sharon BOOYENS and many others too numerous to mention bu just as vital to the
smoath running of the radio coverage.

Financial bading was provided by individuals and churches who suppated the vision.
Coastlands has aways operated ona shoestring budget but as pastor Ron HENRY said,



"the shoe string seems to have a habit of stretching!™ David STILES provides the
necessary expertise in the department of administration and finance

A board was st up consisting of Pastor John ROBERTSHAW (Bowen), Pastors Glenn
ROGERS and Kevin EWINGS (Ayr), Pastor Chris BROCK (Cairns), Pastor Ron
HENRY and David STILES and John LUSCOMBE. Coastlands becane an incorporated
Aid Agency alowing tax-deductible doretions. The board meds when necessary to
review applicaions of those who wish to operate under the Coastlands umbrella (all
personrel involved in missonary work under the Coastlands banner must come with their
own church and pastors recommendation and Hesdng), asessneeds of those in the field,
consider the requests for aid from the various nations where Coastlands is arealy
involved o could be of help and to generously give alvice and dredion and to ratify the
many new visionary projeds of Pastor John.

In 1996when Bowen C.F.C purchased land onthe Bruce Highway to buld a new church
building, the radio was moved to ore of the eisting buildings on that site. Ancther
mirade of God s provisioning was the purchase of two pdes for the antennafrom Telstra
a afradion d the normal price



EARLY YEARS

Renee set sail again in 1993. At that time there was no Selcdl system so scheds were
held at set times. The first record of daily scheds began then. Reneecontinued ministry in
1994 with Rod and Annette OLSEN on bard with their two children Kirsty and Adrian;
both an asst to the team with Kirsty skill ed in puppets and Adrian in music.

They travelled to Noumeg Vanuatu and The Solomons. Here is their summary of the
benefits of thistrip:-

500 on bard sincethistrip began.

Travelled 5,000miles,

1400meds provided,

Guestimate 300 salvations.
They returned again in 1995,this time acompanied by ancther Coastlands boat, Boats, a
caamaran sailed by Anne and Kevin EWINGS and friends for crew, Garth TATERS and
David STILES. They espedaly appredated David©s saili ng expertise & both Kevin and
Garth were dronicdly seasick in the rough crossng they experienced on the trip over.
David flew badk from Noumea Kevin had avisionto pastor pastorsin isolated areas and
had seven weeks ministry with the dhurches in Noumeabefore saili ng onto join Reneein
Vanuatu. Kevin continued preading there and on o island was asked by the pastor to
give aseminar as he said on,"man and wife relationships as me of my men bea their
wives'. Before they left to come home Anne @ntraded maaria and was very ill.
Unfortunately her hedth prevented them from returning to continue the ministry so dea
to their heats.

Peacemaker, a trimaran that under-took a short-lived voyage in May 1994 émonstrates
the valuable asgstance of Coastlands coverage. Peacemaker was owned by an English
coupe, Johnand Dawn HOARE. They left Cairns withou natifying the castguard and
on the 20th May their boat struck a storm, a float broke loose and hded the hull so that
they began to take in water. They sent out a©Mayday" cdl which was picked up bRenee
in the Solomons and relayed to Bowen. John ROBERTSHAW was able to convince the
air-searescue organization at Bowen to send ou a Blackhawk helicopter equipped with
long range tanks and they were lifted dff their boat half an hou before dark. Everything
they owned was on bard; their boat was not insured. They lost it al but their lives were
preserved

More dramawas to accur the following yea when Emmanuel 11, a John Pugh Ketch was
stuck on a red off the isolated nath Australian coast. How Emmanuel Il came to be
thereisasagain itself.



Emmanuel 1l was owned by Onno and Nicole SCHOEN. He had a vision to take the
Gospel to Indoresia but no bat and nomoney. He was given an dd sailing boat in
Perth, sailed it up the west coast, swapped it for a bigger boat on the way and came to
Darwin. He axchored at the wharf behind abig American baat under repairs. A mistake
was made with the geas and the U.S. vessl reversed into them and sunk their boat.
Onnad®s wife was on bard at the time aad managed to jump to safety ashore. W h the
insurance money they were életo buy Emmanuel 111, a 54 ft sted monohul

In May 1995, they left Bowen and sailed to Mossman where they were joined by a
ministry tean of nine including Pastor VELLINGTON whose acestors came from Sue
Island in the Torres Strait. This opened the doa to awarm welcome and fruitful ministry
inthisarea

After the team had returned to Australia Emmanuel 11l struck troulde. The were driven by
afiercestorm for 36 hous and ht an urcharted red. Thetide lifted them up and ower the
red, stranding them on an isolated part of the mast.

Coastlands contaded their friends in Darwin and they arranged for a plane to land at an
airstrip on the wmast 15 kms away. Nichode and the baby had an harendous trip in
reading the plane but were eventually flown to Darwin. The plane dropped off aman to
help Onno lre&k down some of the bommies and gain access to deegoer water. They
readed Darwin onthe 7th August. Hold-ups continued to plague them with long delays
for repairs, waiting for boat registration and for visas © that they were not able to
continue their trip urtii May 1996. They ministered in a number of Indoresian islands
then returned to Darwin then down the west coast to Geraldton. They stayed there for
some time and began a cdé -- drop in and youth programme to minister to youth at risk
providing ministry for abou 300young people. They sold their boat and sail ed it to Perth
for the new owners.

A fourth Coastlands boat to set out in 1995was Aura Il , a caamaran with David and
Jenny HAMMILL and their three dildren Amanda, Stephen and Sean on bard, bound
for Fiji. They struck bad weaher and sought shelter behind Norfolk Island. The winds
were blowing 40 knds wreding their headsail. On heaing their report Coastlands base
adivated a prayer chain to seek God©s protedion.

They eventually readed Fiji safely but found ministry there amuch tougher propasition
than in the Solomons. They were gpall ed to find Customs expeded them to pay $1000
for the privil ege of ministering or even to transport national pastors.

They negotiated ower this but eventually had to pay $110 eat for a six weeks work
permit. Even then in some aeas they were forbidden to pread bu could show videos
and wse puppets. They were dso aware of witchcraft adivities on some of the islands.
However, they continued to minister with alot of seed sowing and some good results and
had a safe passage home in January 1996.
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1996 saw the aldition d the ill -fated The Gift an dd timber yacht owned by Gary and
Sally DOVER with friends Rob and Louise SINCLAIR-SMITH as crew. Again the
invaluable asgstance of the radio link with Coastlands was demonstrated as one mishap
followed another. They set sail from Townsville on 23d July bound for Papua New
Guineabut returned three days later when their anchor chain broke and their generator
developed a problem in spite of the $3000already spent on it. Setting out again they
were stranded ona sandbar nea the entrance to Hinchinbrook Channel and water entered
the boat as the tide cane in. Reading Darwin they were delayed waiting for their visas
and when they did set out they encourtered such a savage storm that all their sails and
their furling gea were destroyed. At Port Moresby Gary was hospitalised and given three
bags of fluid to replacethat lost by seasickness Repairs were undertaken and sail s were
sent badk to Sydney to be replacal. Finally freeto dothe work they had come for, the
DOVERS linked upwith Christians from the C.O.C church and took them on ouread
ministry. They also caried desperately need medicd supgies to the Uniting Church in
Chestnut Bay before returning to Port Moresby.

They arranged to sell their boat and sail ed it badk down the ast to Port Stevensin 1997.
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1997—THE YEAR OF GROWTH

1997 saw three Coastlands boats, Glad Tidings, Born Freeand Grace Il suppating and
encouraging ead ather as they ministered in Noumeg Vanuatu and The Solomons. Glad
Tidings was alarge monohul manned by Bill and Binky MANSBRIDGE who dstributed
Derek Prince materials for pastors, sheds and kbaby clothes to haspitals, clothing and
schod equipment and Bibles. Bill was aborn sail or and Binky aborn cook.

Born Freewas aluxurious caamaran owned by Rod and Dianne PARRY. They dragged
anchor nea Tanna and ended upwedged onared. Gracell was not far away and able to
render asgstance. They had a coupe of spare pumps on bard and they managed to stay
afloat using them and with the assstance of some islanders aboard who kept baili ng.
They beaded the boat on the eat coast of Tanna, plugged the hole with fibreglass and
sail ed to Port Vilafor further repairs then continued their ministry with Rod preading at
various churches and showing Christian videos.

Gracell, a53ft sted ketch was siled by Des and Merleen DAV IES, ore of the coupes
who hed sailed with Reneein 1992. Merleen used her nursing skill s to hdd medicd

clinics and aso taught sewing classes while Des - Mr. Fit-it man- repaired dd hand

Singer sewing madines, generators and anything else that broke down. Of the three
vessls that went that yea only Grace Il was to return making further trips in 1998, 99,
2000and 2001and bulding onthe contads and friendships they had establi shed.

They have some excdlent video coverage of different aspeds of their ministry. They
arranged for a cntainer load o clothing to be shipped to Port Vilain Vanuatu and then
transported the dothing to oulying islands where doreted goods rarely filtered through.
The sight of one yourg lad trying on his first ever pair of joggersis ared delight. One
village was 9 touched by their generosity that they made Des an honaary chief of the
island and killed a pig in his honour as part of the céebrations. They aso have
oppatunities to share asimple Gospel message with their Vanuatan friends. On their
2001 trip Des added to his name the title of pastor as well as that as chief. They were
given the privilege of naming a new church, "Emmanuel” and Pastor Dick made Des a
pastor.

1997 aso saw the start of two dlightly different Coastlands ministries. One was the
inclusion d M.V. Island Mercy, a 1,000ton ship belonging to YWAM and hased in New
Zedand bu with an dfice in Newcastle. John ROBERTSHAW is on their Australian
exeautive. The Island Mercy cdled in a Bowen onthe way to Manila and spent a week
there & the main jetty open to the pulic. David COWIE, in charge of the Isand Mercy
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a that time became interested in the benefits of a base radio and radiotelephore link-up.
This would be of immense value to them as they took oncrew from all over the world
and would enable them to contad new crew, arrange visas, make transport arrangements
and hendle personal emergency situations that may arise.

They travel al over the Padfic and environs. The YWAM teams minister to the medicd
needs of the people, dang dental and ogicd surgery and treaing thousands of patients at
eat pat and at the same time ministering to their spiritual needs. As one team leaves
ancther arrives giving valuable training in ministry to hundeds of young Christians.

The other new move was the inclusion onthe radio scheds of 4WD vehicles in the far
north of Australia with first Frontier 1, Gordon and Cora DAV IS and then Frortier II,
Eric and Pam SKEWES. Their ministry was to some of the most isolated and remote
areas of Australia where roads were pot-holed, dten flooded or blocked by fallen trees,
where flat tyres and lreakdowns were common and reeded to be fixed onthe spat; with a
bit of old fencing wire or whatever is at hand! Again the radio scheds to base to recave
encouragement or medhanicd advise from John LUSCOMBE and relaying messages to
one ancther other proved invaluable.

Frontier began as a 4WD outready ministry of the Mossman AOG church and later
transferred to the Cairns Christian Church pastored by Chris BROCK. They minister to
isolated hamesteads, mining camps, aboriginal communiti es and fell ow travell ers.

A lot of their work is bridge building. Gordontells of one man in a mining camp who
liked a dhat but didn©t want any of that “religion stuff.” Gordon told him if he ever
changed his mind al he had to dowas to cdl out to God -- and mean it -- and He would
hea. One night Gordon couldn©t slegp. He felt God cdling him to go bad to seethat
man yet he had been there only afortnight before and it was 500 kms. back down arough
dirt tradk. Redising you can©t out argue God he ayreed to go badk. When he aved the
man said, "Oh you are here then!" "What do you mean?' said Gordon. "Well you told
me if | redly wanted to knov God | only had to cry out to Him and ke fair dinkum and
He would answer me. Two days ago | said, ©God if you are red bring Gordobadk here
by 4 pm Saturday©;- it©s ten to four." Gordonled him to the Lord. Five days later his
alcohdic defado girlfriend he had been living with shot him dead. How glad Gordon
was that he had obeyed GodOs cdl!

In 19992000 Gloria and Noel COLLEY joined the DAVIS and SKEWES team in
distributing the "Jesus" video throughou the whole isolated nathern areaof Australia. In
al they had threerefusals and ended upwith threevideos left. God krew the number of
peoplein that vast traa of land!

Alan and Ethel MILLINGTON from Maday C.O.C. took part in the 4WD ministry in
that same period and together with Jadk and Betty MILLS ministered to the aoriginal
communities in the Alice Springs, Coober Pedy area
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In 2001Bob and Christine KILPATRICK replacad Pam and Eric SKEWES and becane
Frontier VI committing themselves to a yea©s ministry in the Cape aea It is good to
hea Bob©s ft British accent and his growing enthusiasm for his ministry. Perhaps that
yea will be extended -- ?

Also in 2001 Rod WESTBROOK joined Coastlands as Outback | ministering to
aborigina people in the Alice Springs area Rod had ministered previously (198588)
aroundthe Bourketown area He reagnised the value of the radio communications and
came on scheds this yea.

Hereis an excert from his October newdl etter:-

"We naticed a yourng teenage girl smashing up furniture and htting cars
and people with a whed brace She was aso suicidal and had a large gash in her head
with blood flowing everywhere. Compasson huilt up in me. | grabbed her and adered
the demon to get out. After ministering to her for abou half an hou she was <t free
The very next day she gave her life to the Lord. Jesusisindeed Lord and hes destroyed
the works of the enemy.”

Ancther new ministry due to set out in November 2001 is Frontier West, with Warren
LUSCOMBE, son d theillustrious Johnand a chip of the old block when it comes to
engineaing skills. He and his wife Sheena and three tildren, Thomas, Siobhan and
Biancaplan to minister in the Hall s Creek area Warren hes fitted ou a mobile van to do
vehicle and bulding maintenance and dansto train uplocd people in these skill s 0 that
his work will remain in eat area & he leares. The cildren are skill ed in clowning and
trick cycling and form avital part of the family outread team.

1998, Evangelos enters the scheds. She is a 44 ft caamaran bult in 1988in Port
Moresby by the Bethel Bible College. She sat there incomplete with norigging or motor
until finally launched in 1993. Evangelos was used to minister nondenominationaly
along the mast and islands of New Guinea and was able to take supgies to the north
coastal areas devastated by atidal wave andto evaauate people and livestock from Rabaul
when the volcano erupted.

The first skipper, an Austradian was sadked leaving a vacancy which was filled by
Ashleigh ALLEN. Ashleigh was in New Zedand praying for diredion in his life and
head of Evangelos©s need and flew to Port Moresby to take dharge. Healed her to
Australia in 2000for a much needed refit, bringing with hm two nationas, Michad
NINGI, a graduate from the Bethel Bible College and Nelson KALOS from Woodark
Island in the Louisiades who had longed for a position onthe boat that served the islands,
being anisland boy.

Ashleigh contaded Don LAMB, afriend with baat building skill s, to join him in Bowen
and help with the refitting of Evangelos. Don and Kate and two of their children, Jessca
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and Ayrleigh sailed up from Port Stephens in Don©s catamararPahi Dei and were later
joined by their sons Mark and Joshua. The family settled into Bowen life.

It took eight months for the refit to be mmpleted with John and Warren LUSCOMBE
working on the engineging side and Don LAMB and Maaten RYSWYK on the
capentry and Michad and Nelson and ateam of helpers asssting. Michad, Nelson and
Donthen sailed her bad to Port Moresby. Michad leant seamanship from Ashleigh and
Don and from studiously devouring any books he a@uld find. He is now skippering
Evangel os and answering the radio scheds.

In 1999 Faith Afloat, a 30 ft caamaran skippered by Derek BIDDLE made atrip to
Indoresiato deliver medicd supgies.

In 2000Alan PROFKE (a naturopath), with his wife Debra and crew, racel his 53 ft 30
ton Bruce Roberts doop Divinity to the Solomons in the Brisbane to Gizo race ad then
undertook medicd ministry in the isdlands. On leaving the Gizo to return hame he
encourtered an harific storm with 60 knd winds and ten metre waves. He was sverely
injured and also lost his chart-plotter in the storm. He redised he needed to get medicd
treament urgently and so set sail for Townsvill e rather than Brisbane & he had planned.
Terri JOHNSON, on duy at the Coastlands radio base was able to get him the dcart co-
ordinates for the aeahe now needed and "talked" him through the red at Hook Line and
Sinker passage and safely into harbour. In gratitude for her help, Alan has asked Terri to
crew with him in the 2002Brisbane to Gizo race
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EXPANDING ACROSSTHE AIRWAVES

During these yeas there cane gpeds from the curches in the scatered islands to
provide radio communicaion for them too so that pastors could ke contad with their
churches on isolated islands and also to procure help in emergency situations. Such was
the situation ontheisland d Tanna.

Bowen C.F.C. church has many Nevan people in its congregation whose ancestors came
from Tanna. In 1994 Pastor John took a tean over there and they receved a huge
welcome and forged lasting links with Pastor AM and his church. While there, John
ROBERTSHAW redised that communicaions between vill ages or other islands were
virtually nonrexistent and he began to plan a system of VHF radio communications which
cameinto beingin 1996. It was ajoint venture between Steve BLACK of "Liberty for the
Nations' who hed initiated a vill age schod and agricultural projed in Tanna, the Island
Mercy which transported some of the team, solar panels and various pieces of equipment,
and Coastlands who provided the radios built by Peter GODDEN and sent a tean under
John ROBERTSHAW to install them in ead vill age within range of the repeaer system.
Fourteen radios were installed in Tanna. Tom and Heaher WHIP, who were later to sail
their own vessl, Shekinah to the islands, were part of the tean that went out on the
IdandMercy. Also, onthe team was Jackie MILWAITH who hes been with Coastlands
from the beginning, helping prepare the Summits and ealier training courses, manning
Red Rhema and working quietly behind the scenes where needed

For many of the vill agers it was nothing short of miraaulous and in an areawith ore
doctor for about 28,000 ople, a matter of life rather than deah in emergency situations.

There ae three networks in the Vanuatan radio system. The 14 VHF radios mentioned
above were set up in pastors homes © they could keep in touch with their people; HF
radios were set up for the exeautive of the AOG churches to maintain links between
islands from Port Vilato Luganville and six VHF radios were set up in Santo to provide
communication ketween churchesin that area

Phil and AndreaTURNER, Elijah Snith, operate in the Tanna aeawhere Phil uses his
building skill sto help with the construction side of the Tanna Projed. He kegpsin touch
with base and provided insight into the opening of the schod there.

"Opening (of schod) went well but threa of riot caused
some oncern -- did na eventuate- large treefell during
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Steve BLAK E©s addres-- narrowly missng buil dings -- damp
condtions did na dampen spirits.”

Lydia MOIDAU from Bougainville went to the Port Moresby Bethel Bible College,
graduated and returned to her vill age with a vision and started Vision Bible College on
top d a high mourtain in Bougainville. In 2001Des and Merleen onGracell took them
an H.F. radio to conred them with the Coastlands base -- an ea to the outside world for a
troubed land!

The aquisition d radiosis a @ntinuation d the saga of GodOs praision and His use of
"chance' medings. John ROBERTSHAW head that the Queensand government was
selling off surplus H.F. radios for $750ead -- lessthan a quarter the price of a new onre.
He was able to aqquire 18 d these just before the 2000 Coastlands summit conference
Pastor POATE, a dynamic Fijian pastor attended that summit. He had planted over 20
churches in Fiji and saw the neal for thase radios in his courtry but how to aff ord them?
An apped went out to the participants at the summit "who could dorete one set?' The
whole 18 were pledged, asaaificia giving for many.

Then who was to install them on the islands of Fiji? Pastor POATE had been a a
conference in Sedtle where he had met a young man cdled Dave BLACK. He and hs
wife Tanna were seeking GodOs diredion and felt caled to the South Padfic. Dave had a
yadt cdled Liberty and was an eledronics technician. GodOs answer. Dave and Tanna
(on baard Liberty) are now serving in Fiji i nstalli ng those sets.

Some more of GodO©s @visioning was e in the setting up d a Christian A.M. radio
station by the church pastored by Pastor POATE. There simply wasn©t a suitable site for
the transmisson tower avail able to them even though they had approached bah private
and government landhdders. Then someone in the church receved a parcd of land from
the government as part of a handing badk of land to ariginal owners. This land was
adjacent to the durch bu was useless to the new owners as it was svampland that
couldn©t be drained. However, that type of land is perfed for the sighting of A.M.
transmissontowers! Godis good!

David LIVINGSTONE was pastoring a church at Kitgum in Uganda, 500 miles north of
Kampala in the war zone nea the Sudan bader. He found o abou Coastlands from the
website and contaded John ROBERTSHAW explaining that Uganda redly need a
Christian radio station to na only give Christian messages but also to broadcast hedth
information to read more than a million people to help prevent new outbregks of the
deally Ebdavirusand Aids. "That©sall right, we can dothat", said John. But how??

Well, at that very time Dave BLACK was looking for an A.M. transmitter in the U.S.A.
for Fiji. He cane acossa transmitter that was too kg for Fiji but as it was going very
chegly he bouwght it anyway. A coupe of days after John hed told David
LIVINGSTONE, "We can do that", he recaved a fax from Dave BLACK telling him
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abou the transmitter he had bowght. It was just the thing for Ugandal Dave is heading
up at team to go to Uganda in January 2002to install the radio and encourage the church
there.

Coastlands arealy had considerable experiencein setting up a Christian radio station as
in 1997Red Rhema F.M. was %t up to provide aChristian vaice reating the Bowen
area

The plans to buld a new church bulding on the Bruce Highway property were put on
hod in arder to pu wings on Pastor John ROBERTSHAW®Os latest vision- a Christian
radio station. One of the eisting buildings on the land was a one-room box with wall -to-
wall carpets which becane the first home for Red Rhema. This was a low cost very
basic set up with afive disc CD player, anather one on the side and atape recorder. The
whole performance was live, There were no ads, no "Word for Today", no pe-recorded
song segments. It was avery credive, if demanding, ministry with ead annourcer sitting
there for long hous at a time, projeding their persondity to the listening audience and
seleding songs at randam trusting the Holy Spirit©s flow.

A faithful team undertook this task including Andy and Susan MARSHALL, Sharon
BOOYENS, John ROBERTSHAW, Sharon BELL (who creded the Holy Hoe-down
Show), Jackkie MY ILWAITH and Alethea YOUSE (now managing the radio station in
2001 and part of the tean going to Uganda next yea to help with the setting up d the
AM radio station there).

In 1999Red Rhema moved to its present site in Herbert Stred. A far better signal was
obtained with the eedion d a new antenna on Hospital Hill. The system has become
computerised with a very user-friendly programme enabling pre-programming for a week
or more dea.

In 2001a relay station was opened in Collinsville andin 2001- 2 a second relay station
will be opened in Airlie Bead. They now all operate under the banner "Rhema FM
Tropicd North" and are incorporated into the Coastlands ministries and justly so as they
are dl part of John©svisionfor Christian evangelism using modern radio communications.
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THE SCENE TODAY

This yea, 2001, has ®en eight boats on the water; Grace Il; and Evangelos bah
previously mentioned, continuing their usual work.

Srekinah a 41 ft caamaran owvned by Tom and Heaher WHIP are serving their second
season in Vanuatu and ministering through dstribution o clothes, medicd and teading
supdies and Christian videos, in particular a Vanuatan production d "Heavens Gates,
Hells Flame" in the Bislama language.

Christian a motor cruiser manned by Howard and Glennys HEATH and ministering to
Papua New Guinea and the Torres Strait Island for the secondyea. Their ministry is not
withou its excitement. In September they had threaened riots in ore aeawhere they
were ministering with paver bladouits, rascds on the rampage and gunfire neaby!

Pacific Mercy a 38 ft ferro cement sailed by Bruce and Dianne BENTLEY (who were
inspired by their trip with Reneein 1993. Thisis their first trip and they are taking the
Gospel message to the Louisiades off the tip of Papua New Guinea In ore village in
company with 15 dher ladies, Dianne visited an abandored elderly lady in a state of
malnutrition and regled. They bathed, clothed and fed her and sang hymns. Threenew
converts had undertook to care for her.

They founda warm welcome from the Misima people and many ministry oppatuniti es.

Spedal Effeds is a 32 ft fibreglass $oop avned by Ernie and Marilyn GUNDERS
operating in the Torres Strait region. Here is ancther story of miraaulous provision in
their aqquisition d that boat. Ernie is a missonary pastor and he and Marilyn were
ministering in the New Guinea aea on the Aramia River. They recognised how
beneficial ayadt would be for transport but didn©t have the money to buy one. However,
apastor in Americahad bowght and fitted ou ayadt, Spedal Effedsto be used in island
ministry as he believed that that was what God was cdling him to. He foundit difficult
when God cdled hm to pastor full time asmall church onthe eat coast of America
What was he to dowith his yacht? He felt it had been set aside for the Lord©s work and
dedded to dorete it to ayadting ministry. He saw onthe Coastlands© website that a boat
was required and he emailed them offering Spedal Effeds, completely unaware that
Coastlands was in Austraia and nd the U.S.A. When it becane gparent that the yadt
would redl to be transported acossthe U.S.A. and then shipped to Australia he took up
an dfering from his snal church of abou 70 people and $US7000was raised towards
the shipping costs. Praise God for His faithful people!

Ernie and Marilyn spent 2000 leaning to sail and in 2001 leaded up to Papua New
Guinea but were prevented from reading their destination by weaher and found a
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fruitful opening for their ministry in the Torres Strait islands. They were not unhappy
abou their delayed departure -- that it was al in God©s timing. He would take them
where He wanted them.

They were still able to fulfil their pledge for schod suppies to Papua New Guinea As
the 300 schod bags they had colleded al went to schods in PNG with transport
provided by the Australian Customs. Thus God provided for threevery remote vill ages
who were very poa and nav consider themselves very blessd.

Liberty, owned by Dave and Tanna BLACK is ministering in Fiji where Daveisinvolved
in installing radios. Daveisfinding a number of delaysin dang this work frustrating but
in the meantime he is doing courselling and ministering at churches in the aea ad
Tannais ministering to the ladies in the churches.

There ae two new Coastlands© boats in the wings and hopng to begin ministering soon.
Oneisthe Torres Herald Il owned by Maaten and Susan RY SWYK. Sheisan dd 54ft,
35-ton timber ketch ariginally owned by the Anglican Church and wsed for Christian
ministry around Thursday Island and Torres Strait. She has had a chequered caree; twice
being sunk. Their vision is to restore the boat and kring her full circle, badk into
Christian ministry in the Papua New Guinea aieain 2002 poviding afadlit ating ministry
and transport for national pastors.

The other yadht is Maranatha a 43 ft sted hulled Bruce Roberts ketch owned by Phil and
Pam BAILEY. Phil spent 16 yrs building her on the "five yea” plan. They are in the
process of sdlling their home and moving on board full time & the end d 2001 and the
following yea will set sail for the Padfic Islands to deliver a new medicine prepared by
the James Cook University to eradicate one of the mosqguito bane diseases that ravage
the Islands.
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BOWEN BASED INSPIRATION

In November Coastlands holds a Summit -- an inspirational conference to refresh those
returning from ministry and refocus them for the next trip. These Summit conferences
sprang out of the origina Maritime Ministries Courses John ROBERTSHAW organised
to equip Coastlands members for ministry in the islands. They taught sailing skill s,
navigation, maritime laws and aher related subjeds. He invited guest spe&kers sich asa
marine search and rescue officer from Canberrato speak ontheir areaof expertise.

The emphasis of the Summit Conferences tended away from the more pradicd issues of
the ealier courses and towards more refreshment, strengthening and releasing in the
spiritual redm. The 2001 Summit has as its theme "Expand and Stand'. The main
spekers are Barry SILVERBACK, legendary pastor oversedng missonary work in
Papua New Guinea and Steve BLACK, president of Liberty for the Nations, Children in
Crises and head o the Tanna Projed. The Fijian , Pastor POATE, will again be
attending the Summit and we look forward to more of his powerful ministry. All have
had a wide range of ministering experience in areas where Coastlands operates and have
much to dffer.
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THE FUTURE VISION

It seems there is aways a new vision in the pipeline waiting to be birthed. At present
there ae two new moves afoot. One mncerns Peter GODDENGs yachtKaradi, a 40 ft
sted Adams doopwhich isin the Bowen marina. It isto be given arefit, provided with a
suitable skipper and wed to provide rest and reaedion for outbadk pastors and
missonaries, giving them "time out" and a quality holiday in the Whitsunday area

The seaond \Jsionis the brainchild of David STILES, Ashleigh ALLEN and Don LAMB
and invalves buil ding a big Polynesian style cdamaran, a James Wharram design Pahi 63,
as a vehicle for evangelism for youth. The plans have drealy been puchased from
England for $7000. The building is scheduled to begin in 2002and to take gproximately
two yeas. $40,000 las been given towards the projed so far and partial government
fundng is anticipated. The drean is to take youth who are unemployed, trying to escgpe
the drug scene, or simply bored and dredionlessto tead them saili ng skill s and a new
way of life centred onGod as they sail the beautiful east coast of Australia.

The dream goes on -----

The Bible tells us not to despise the days of small beginnings. Such is the cae with
Coastlands as we seethe small beginningsin 1992with a radio base set up to equip ore
yadt, Renee to minister safely to the remote islands in the Padfic. Through the ensuing
yeas we see a exciting legend grow of "chance encourters', friendship networks,
miraaulous provision d funds, equipment, espedally radios, ateam of dedicaed men and
women at home base providing reliable cae and a continuing outward expansion d new
and existing ministries -- the results of one man©s corntinuows vision and refusal to see
obstadesto its achievement.

Today there ae four strands to Coastlands Ministries -- the yachting ministry with yealy
more vessls invalved; the 4WD ministry, similarly growing in nunber and in extension
of territory; the Rhema F.M. Tropicd North Christian radio reading ever further afield
and the radio communicaions link-ups for churches in ever more nations. Now we have
two new ministriesin preparation and who bu God knovs what is to come!!



